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Synopsis

Completely revised to incorporate new scholarship and many important developments in liturgical
renewal, this standard text remains an essential tool for students of theology and liturgy. It treats the
development of the liturgy historically, beginning with Jewish antecedents, then covering the New
Testament, Patristic, Medieval, and Reformation periods, and concluding with the increasing interest
in liturgy in all churches today. The text deals definitively with the five central rites of Christian
worship: Initiation, the Eucharist, Ordination, the Daily Office, and the Calendar. A special section on
liturgical settings examines in detail the historical importance of music and singing in the liturgy and
the role of hymnody in Christian worship. Reflecting the continuing trend towards ecumenism, the
editors represent the Anglican, Roman Catholic, and Protestant traditions, while the Orthodox
tradition is represented by the team of contributors, which includes many of the best-known liturgical

scholars.
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Customer Reviews

"Very usable for a course in Liturgy. It is one of the most comprehensive texts that has come across
my desk. In a multi-cultural, multi-national campus, the ecumenical inclusion is most helpful."--Sister
Nivard Stabile, St. John’s University"An excellent overview for those beginning graduate studies in
theology."--Herbert Ryan, Loyola Marymount University"Addresses most fully precisely those topics
treated most lightly in Lutheran Worship: History and Practice... The reason to buy this book is the

500-page discussion in the middle, accurately and sensitively presented..."--Issues in Christian



Education"An excellent resource for theological seminary classes. Students especially appreciate
the listing of resources (bibliography) at the beginning of chapters. Challenging, thorough, but easy
reading. Clear and concise."--Melva Wilson, Interdenominational Theological Center"A superb
resource for students of the history and current issues of liturgy."--Michael Warren, St. John’s
University"Best text | have seen available for a college course on the liturgy."--Robert B. Fisher,
Xavier University of Louisiana"Lives up to the high standards of the series!"--Richard Kieckhefer,
Northwestern University"Provides excellent historical and theological material. | will find it
particularly useful in giving a comparative ecumenical background."--M. McGlone, Avila
College"One of the finest one-volume works on the liturgy available today. The high standard of all
the contributions, and the ecumenicity of outlook serve a beginner in the field well."--Mark R.
Francis, Catholic Theological Union"Ecumenical overview of development of liturgy over the
centuries--points student to the primary texts and provides current bibliographies....Would have a

wide appeal."--Sr. Madeleine Grace, University of St. Thomas

This thoroughly revised and updated edition of 'The Study of Liturgy’ takes full account of recent

changes in the Christian Churches.

Very informative material

WShen | put a note into this vendor at the onset, it was surprising and pleasing when a prompt,
pleasant response was received, followed by the book coming quickly into my hands. I'm most
happy to recommend this merchant highly, and will be going back as books | need are able to be
purchased. The book is a wonderful discovery within a faith journey. Anyone who feels called to

read it with whatever intent...please know it is opening.

This is a very comprehensive study of liturgy; its history & practice. Not intended for light reading but

a good resource for those who want to delve into the subject.

Excellent book, very informative on Theology and the History of the Liturgy of the Church, defintely

worth the purchase, handy to have as a study guide with the Bible.

This book is aimed at a very high and lofty scholarly class. It is, at times, inaccessible to casual

reading and learning. If one was interested in a first step study of liturgy, they might want to look



elsewhere.

what can be said about a book that HAS to be read... well, it is a good book anyway. recommend

The Liturgy has endured for around 2000 years as the primary means of worship for most
Christians. We even have an early Eucharist Liturgy in the Didache, the 2nd century early Church
manual. Due to the importance of the liturgy, every scholar and church leader needs to engage its
development. This book will help in this task (at least for the scholar or priest/pastor. It's a bit
academic to keep the interest of the average person in the pew).This collection is grouped into three
main sections: Theology and Rite, Development of the Liturgy, and Pastoral Orientation. Within the
Development of Liturgy section there are seven sub-sections: General Intro, Initiation, Eucharist,
Ordination, the Divine Office, the Calendar, and the Setting of the Liturgy. There are 65 essays total
including, "A Theology of Worship,” “(Initiation in the) the Modern Period,” "The Anglican Eucharist,’
"The History of the Christian Year,” and the ever-elusive "Methodism (and the Eucharist).” The
essays cover a wide range of topics, interpretations, and time periods. Both Catholic and Protestant
thought are represented nicely, in order to provide a truly useful survey. Also included are numerous
glossy black-and-white photos of churches, liturgical manuscripts, and old church manuals.| highly
recommend this book for the liturgical scholar, the early or later Church historian, priests, pastors,
and the interested layperson. The scholars are all top-notch, and the book is illuminating and will
answer most questions about the Liturgy. The only drawback is that this book is priced rather high,

since it is considered a textbook.

The Study of Liturgy provides an easily readible and comprehensive history of the development of
Liturgy. This study shows how such things as seasonal colors, vestments,Church calenders,and
specific prayers came to be part of liturgical worship. What makes this book so useful is it's quality
writing. Here, both students of Liturgy and interested laypersons can find facenating answers to their
questions concerning liturgical function and ritual. How does the wearing of vestments impact
worship? Why do the participants do what they do and when? What is Lent? What’s up with all the
bowing and hand gestures? Liturgical worship can be an awesome and majestic expierence. This
wonderful book will demystify this type of worship for liturgical church goers and those of more
reformed traditions alike.The authors have produced a quality work that can be read by

non-technical persons and thoroughly enjoyed.
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